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In response to the Office action mailed September 8, 2003, applicant hereby elects 
Group II, claims 5-8, without traverse. 

The species restriction made in the action is considered inappropriate in the context of 
the election of Group II, which is directed to a slicing machine with a blade sharpening 
assembly. The present application illustrates two sharpening assemblies per Figs. 34-35 and 
per Figs. 45-49. At least claim 5 is readable on both configurations per the numbering 
contained in the claims. To the extent deemed necessary by the examiner, and without 
prejudice, applicants elect Species E, Fig. 44, all of elected claims 5-8 being readable 
thereon. 
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